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Daventry PRT Could Reduce Auto Use by 22-33%

reduce auto use by 22 to 33% depending on fares charged and modal penalties. This
compares to even the best bus network which would only increase its share from 4% to
10%.

A study of a PRT network for Daventry, UK by Colin Buchanan has shown that it could

Daventry is a small town of 23,000 with plans to soon expand to 40,000. The study compared a
S50km (one-way) PRT track with 50 stations and 300 to 500 T-Pods with two alternative up-
grades of the existing bus service. Turnkey PRT costs were estimated at $160 - $170 million
with annual operating costs estimated at $8 to $12 million. When these costs were discounted
over the expected 60 year life of the system, it was found that, with a fare of $3.20, the operat-
ing surpluses would be almost sufficient to fund the full capital costs.

Daventry is now set to move swiftly ahead with its initial pilot project. If this is successful,
Buchanan says “...PRT will then be confirmed as a form of urban public transport capable
of providing a genuine and commercial alternative to the car in areas laid out for the car, and
thus able to deliver on a commercial basis substantial reductions in carbon emissions.”

Personal Rapid Transit (PRT). Just what is it?

P RT can be described as a system of driverless taxicabs that automatically take passen-
gers to their destinations along dedicated guideways without intermediate stops. The

small vehicles (T-Pods) travel close together delivering capacities similar to a freeway
lane. Typically service is on-demand and not scheduled.

PRT Consulting ® 1340 Deerpath Trail, Suite 200 * Franktown, CO 80116 * (303) 532-1855 * prtconsulting.com






